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To the PUBLIC. 


To my brother Sport/men in particular, te 
the Public in general, and to fuch young 
Gentlemen as are defirous of becoming 
adepts in the diverfion of the field, £ 
beg leave to addrefs myfelf. 


| GENTLEMEN, 
WHEN IL undertook this {mall Effay, 
isle the requeft of fome of my friends, 
I muft own that I was difcouraged by a 
difidence of my own abilities as a writer 
upon any fubject; but emboldened by the 
utmoft confidence and hopes in my readers’ 
lenity and indulgence on this fcore, I am, 
on thefe confiderations, come to the refolu- 
tion to prefent it to the World, fuch as it 
is, with all its incorrectnefs and imperfecti- 


“Ons. 


As nothing worth the reading on this 
fuhject has appeared in public to my knowe 


To THe PUBLIC, 
ledge, if any thing new and ufeful fhould of- | 
fer itfelf in this work, it will give the ut- 
-moft pleafure, moft heartfelt fatisfaction, 
‘and moft ample reward to | 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, and 
Moft devoted humble Servant, 
THE AUTHOR, 
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PREFACE 


Tue Author of thefe fheets much ree 
grets that his fituation, at the time of wri- 
ting them, did not admit of his procuring 
engravings and plates, that would be ufe- 
fal and ornamental, make the work com- 
plete, and render fome pafages clear and 
demonftrative, as well as to illuffrate the 
dimen fions, length, and fize of the Fuzee, 
Shot-Bag, Powder-Horn, Gc. as to fully 

comprehend the nature and different atti- — 
tudes of the Sport{man firing at Birds, in 
diferent flights and directions, as of the 
various pofitions of the Pointer, the /hape 
and form of the Collar, Ghain, Couples, 
Spring-Collar,and Gord, Puzzle, Dog-Call 
Portable Pocket-Whip, Pocket-Bottle and 


Bird-Net, Ge. Ge 


The greateft pains, however, have been 


taken to explain the moft minute circum~ 


frances of materiality, as well to improve, 
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astoguard againft Accidents attending 


this amufement. 


The few incidents and digrefions quoted 


ere, are not mentioned for their novelty 


or from any vanity or fondnefs in the Au- 


thor, to relate them, but are fated as ab- 
folute fats, to fupport the ideas that firuck 
the writer, as well as to guard againft the 
like happening to others. 


| Lhe part which relates to the choice and 
freatment of Dogs, may appear trifling and 
frivolous to fome; but the Author begs 
‘feave to inform his readers, that that fub- 


ject is not handled with half the minute- 
nefs that was originally intended, and sts 
froelling the book much above the Jfize pre- 
| pofed, is the reafon for not entering more 
particularly on that head. It is, notwith- 
fanding, humbly prefamed, that the few 


“iat are with my reader's own pains. - 
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and reflection, will be deemed fuficient. 


The Author has prepared his mind om 
A the [core of the cenfure and ridicule thefe 


eets may meet with, as fuch gentlemen as 


are already better informed, avill be too 
: - generous to publicly difapprove of what is 
i here offered ; the lefs informed, I hope avill 

mect with many things worth their atten- 


a 


tion. eT 


As to the difion and grammatical part 
of the book, it is hoped, that, to be clearly 
underftood, is fuficient without the advan- 
tage of the exact rules of grammar ; that it 
is to the generous and noble minded Sports- 
gnan that this is dedicated, and not to the 
ungenerous. . 


| If my readers will think it any degree 
_ of merit that I have invariably adhered to 
4 ‘ey the principles that my own obfervations, 
_ * long experience, and the approbation of 


vii PREFACE, 
moft excellent Sport/men, have afifted me 
within the following efizy: I claim it as 
my own prodution, entirely new, and to- 
tally independent of any borrowed opinion, 
er maxims of any other writer ; never hay- 


ing [een or read a book upon the fubjed, 


ee q THE 
Sport{man’s Companion, 
OR AN 


ESSAY ON SHOOTING, 


CHAP. 1 


Of the choice of Pointer Pups 
training and keeping them in 


good Health, 


In befpeaking a Pup you fhould calculate 

his age, fo as to have him from nine to 

twelve months old, againft the feafon for 

poults or young game, as, at that age, birds 

lie clofe, and the weather is fine and fitter 
_ to exercife your Dog, 
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In the choice of this kind of Pups the » 
greateft care is neceflary in a thorough 


knowledge of their pedigree and fpecies. 


‘Spurious pups feldom turn out to any ad- 


vantage.—There are many kinds of Point- 
ers, fuch as the heavy Spanith Dog, the Ruf- 
an rough Dog, the German, the genuine 
Englifh Pointer, and the fleet Dogs of that 
country, with the fmall delicate kind, and 
many others. I would choofe the fleet {pe- 
eies, with a dah of the Ruffian, on account 
ofits fur, rather large and ‘powerful, and. 
from a young dam and fire. ~ Some attenti- 


on is neceflary in the colour; and white and 


red, or yellow, are generally the beft; tho’ 


I have feen them good of various colours, 
and I am credibly informed, that there is 
an excellent breed of black ones in’ England. 


I would prefer white, with liver colour- 


ed ears, and flea-bitten {pots; or white 


and red, with {pots of the fame; fome 


Mage 


[or } 


_ white, whatever the {pots are, 


- 


white fhould prevail moft, being eafier feen, 
and lefs fatiguing to the fight, as one is o- 
bliged to have a conftant eye to them in 
ranging. Bitches are commonly the belt 


and fleeteft; but they are inconvenient and 
very troublefome, and often rendered ufelefs, 


and difappoint you, by either being in heaty 


or with Pup, &c. 


Some difapprove of the firft litter of 
the Pups, this I leave to the phyfcians. 7 


| Asti erine you have got a Pup to youb : 
Hiking, and that you have him under 


_ your care, his tail fhould be cut when very 


young, rather long; nothing disfigures a Dog 
more than a fhort ftumpy tail, efpecially if 


he is large-—And I muft here, with reluc- 


tance, enter upon a fubject that I deteft, al- 


though its utility obliges me to mention it, 


ier cropping, or cutting the ears pretty ~ 


T ot2 J ae 


fliort. I have, by long experience, obferys 
ed, that the generality of Pointers, in North- 
America in’ particular, have their ears tore 
with briars and other prickly fhrubs; this : 
keeps them in continual torment, and by a 
perpetual fhaking of the ears, caufe bleed- 


ing, and dirty every body about them. I 


have known them puffed up and bleed fo 
much as to prevent their hunting for fome- . 
time. Iown, thatthe only remedy for this,.. 
which is cropping them when very young, is” 
attended with a degree of barbarity, ot 
disfigures the animals very much; but the 
neceflity of it, where Pointers are ufed in: 
bad cover, Jeaves no alternative. I have 


feen one who had the ears cut; he looked. 


very odd, indeed, and ugly, but never was. 


troubled with fore ears.—I had a Dog that 


was fo much troubled with this complaint, — 


that I was obliged to cut them about the 
middle: J fir tried feveral things to cure. 


(743) 
‘them, but they always bled, and were cane 
Kerots. | | | 
| Y ou fhould oat fome fhort ftrong word 
to mame your. Dog, as it will be eafier pro- 
nounced and better heard in calling him to 
you in the field; fuch as Don, Dafh, Fluth, 
Fido, Ponto, Sancho, Carlo, &c. You 
fhould prevent his going in the ftreet (if liv- 
ing in town) as they are perfeét loobies and 
fubject to many accidents; nor fhould they 
be permitted to lie clofe to the fire, this 
chills them. Their food fhould be whole- 


- fome, and, in the fhooting feafon, ought to 


be chiefly meal of fome fort. They are 
fabje& to what is called’ the diftemper i in 
Dogs (not madnefs); it iseither caufed by 
worms or colds; they run at the nofe and 
eyes, with a coughing and choaking, and 
refufe their food, and fometimes linger ont 


in this manner, daily wafting in flefh, about 


Ke 9) 
fix months, though - they moft frequently 
die, if not relieved by medicine, in-a few 
days. Many remedies are ufed for this fick- 
“nefs in Dogs, and, as Lam no Phyfician, 1 
fhall only mention one, which T have appli- 
éd often with fuccefs : On the firit appears 
‘ance of this diftemper, give your Dog, in 
‘Proportion to his age and ftrength, Crocuf-" 
‘whetolorum: This will, perhaps, make him 
‘perfpire, emit, and purge; keep him warm 
‘For a few days, and repeat the medicine if 
‘neceflary. I have loft, in five” years time, 
fix young Dogs, before 1 made ufe of the 
‘Crocus, from the age of two montlis to ele- 
‘yen, notwithftanding the applications of ma- : 
‘ny remedies; but I have cured feveral with 
this bisdicte effectually fince. After they 
are done growing they are feldom feized 
with the diftemper.— Let their bed be clean 
ftraw or fomething warm. a 


¥ 


_ Apour the age of fix or feven months, 


{ 
you may takeout your Pup, fome times to 
ae him, but by no means fatigue him—tak- 
ing. care. not to permit him to run after 
fowls, fheep, cows, horfes, &c.—The firft . 
thing to be taught him, is obedience, by 
making him come to you, and follow you 
whenever you pleafe, to make. him follow 
well is a great point gained, as they are ve- 
ry giddy at firft; next make him clo/e 
“daawn, and let him remain fo as long as you 
pleafe—this ‘you may do in the houfe, by 
laying a piece of meat down before him, 
and not allow him to touch it until you — 
think proper, then hide the meat and make 
him hunt for it —If you have a mind he 
fhould fetch and carry, never fuffer him to 
touch a fone, large bones, or a ftick, or 
| any other hard fubftance, this will make 
him hard mouthed—make a ball of fome 
 fpungy fubfance, and if he is hard in the 
: mouth, fill it with pins, with their points 


Ricking outwards, in imitation of a hedge- 


hog’s briftles, this will foften his mouth, 


In Great-Britain and Ireland it is not : 
common for Pointers to fetch your dead or 
wounded game, but in America or in other 
woody countries, this is an inc lifpenfible 
qualification i in them, on account of the im- 
meofe cover and bruth, which caufes t! 1¢ Jofs 
of many birds that are even fhot dead, par- 
ticularly Quail, when the Dogs have not _ 
been taught to fetch and carry. 


Wuen your Dog follows well, is obedij.- 


ent, and ‘fetches his ball well, at the pro- 


“per feafon for poults, but never before he is 


“ine months or a year old, for fome Dogs 
are much forwarder than others,take him out 
alone, or with a very ftaunch Dog, to fome 
ground where you expeét to meet with game 
aad if he is of a good traétable kind, he will 
not fail to {cent and hunt them ; don’t-check _ 


) 
We 
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his beating fleet, and going far out from you 

bat firft, but chaftife him gently for purfuing 
and chafing the game, don’t be in a hurry to 
make him poizt,he will very likely do that 
of his own accord, or back the old Dog 
when you call out, clofe—or down, Sir-- 
you fhould have a {mall ivory dog or cat-call 
to bring in your Dog, which is much eafier 

- than calling him ia with the voice. 


I Have made a Dog perfedly ftaunch 
in one day, in this manner? in all this do not 
take your gun out, nothing but a {mall whip 
is neceflary, until you have made him quite 
ftaunch—you fhould then make him quarter 
and beat the ground to your mind, by figns 
: _from your hand. If your Dog is hard to 
ftop, fiery, and {prings his game, you mut 
_ provide a broad leather collar with fmall 
nails drove through it, pointing inwards to 
his neck; the collar muft be pretty wide, 


: and fixed fo as to prick him a little on your 
Us 3 Bi 2 


I Bb 
pulling a long cord faftened to it, for the 
purpofe of checking him when he offers to 
run in, which muft trail after him as he 
beats the ground; if this does not do with 
a few trials, have patience, and time with 
the afliflance of this machine which is very | 
fimple, will make him point —Some very 
good Dogs are long ere they become ftaunch, 
if they are croffed in the breed by vigorous 
and high, bred ones. 


Wuaen your Dog flands well, take out 
your gun, and it will bea great ftep toward, 
making him, to fhoot a bird to him the firft © 
time you fire; what is to be done then will 


be mentioned hereafter. 


In Scotland, where pame keepers and fowl- | 
ers find out the Moor-fowl and Partridge fit- 
ting on the ground when the Dog points, and _ 
fhoots them for the fake of killing plenty of 


game,—they teach their Dogs to ftand ftill on. 


their point or fett, on their mifling fire or burn- 


[19 3 
ing priming, this is abfolutely necefiaryin the. 

- above practice,for ifthe Dog was permitted to 
move forward at either of the aforefaid 


s the 


accidents, his very action would {pring 
game—you may therefore teach him this 
witha piftol and a little powder, before you 
begin to take out your gun, you may alfo 
fire your piftol at game on their rifing, to 
“habituate your Dog not to chace when you 
fire. Iam fo very averfe to netting birds 
: with fetters, that I fhall avoid faying any 
thing here about it, it is rather too much : 
known and pra@ifed—though when done 


_ with difcretion in proper places, it is enter- 


taining, and requires excellent Dogs. 


To prevent your young t lop’s acquiring 
bad tricks, you fhould never lend him until 
he is thoroughly broke, or let another perfon 
unt him, or go out fhooting with bad poin- 
ters, and never with Spaniels—Some 


‘pointers that do very well alone, have an 


Tt ae 7. 
| @axicty and eagernefs from being jealous and 
wanting the lead of other Dogs, make them 
| {pring your game; it is therefore neceflary to 
accuitom them to hunt in company with 
ethers of equal ftaunchnefs, back and point 
together: When Dogs know their game, 
they don’t always range in the fame diredi- 
on, and it often happens, that oneis ftand- — 
~ ang on.a point, when the other knows no- 
thing about the matter: you fhould there- 
fore, adopt fome word by which all the 
Dogs may know that one is fixed at his 
point; I have made ufe of calling to him 
that ftands, pretty loud> by name, fuch as 
elofe, Ponto ; the others will immediately 
hearken, repair to the point, and back if uf- 
ed tothis. If, after your Dog is pretty well 
made, you obferve him to {nub and ftop at 
Small bifds and virmin, and carry his head 
low in the manner of Spaniels; if he will 
hear it, ufe the puzzle until hei is” ay 
_ wured of this fault. ich ie 


arved 
y 


“Your Dog fhould not be fed on the: 
morning you hunt him, unlefs it be a little 
‘bread or fomething light; but he ought to 
bass a plentiful fapper though nothing fale; 
refreh him about mid day, when you reft,: 


with bread and milk, or meal and milk. 


CH A F.. i 


Choice of your Gun, Powder, 
ina Shot. 


, H ER E it may be expected I fhould en- 
large upon the different kinds and quality of 
fowling pieces in general ; but [ beg leave to 
“avoid that fubject, and proceed to give my 
h opinion of 1 its fize only: Your Gun then, 


“fhould never be too light ; gentlemen in ge- 


neral choofe light« pieces, for the conyeni- 


ta Tf 


ence of carrying them, but they ought to be 
rather heavy and not too fhort, with a ftrong: 
wide barrel, and large deep groove at the 
breech; this facilitates the quicknefs of your 
aim. I would prefertwo Guns of equal 
fize and caliber, to the double barrel, the. 
one carried by a fervant accuftomed to this 
_ kind of exercife, who could be entrufted to 
load it, and who ought therefore to carry 
powder and fhot. , 


~Your powder fhould be of the beft and 
-drieft kind :: ‘For Groufe and Patridge, take 
fhot, No.3, 4, and 55 for Quail, Wood- 
cock, and Snipe, ufe No. 7 and 8; the thot. 
ought to be varied BN to the feafon; 
when birds are young, the fmaller your 
thot the better; but in the months of No-. 
vember and December, a large kind is ne-. 
eeffary, the game being then in full plum- 

age, are become ftronger, and as the cold 
Nerealee you feldom get fo nigh ae YP, do | 


L343 
. gn fine esis fome warm fun-fhine days 
een. . 
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Taking Aim in various Direc- 
a tions, and fir f? of the Greet | 


Tr you have a point to a pack of Bheita 

(which you may generally diftinguith from 
a fingle bird by the adtion of your, ‘Pointer ;, 
_ if an experienced one, he will thew greater : 
4 caution and point {quatter to a pack, covy, : 
| or bevy, than to a fingle bird) and that a 
_ bird or two rifes too far off, and not to your 


_diking, don’t fire, others will, moft likely, 
follow—If the bird you fingle out fhould 
Aly firaight from you, horizontally, if he is» 
‘too: nigh, be fare not to burry, give him 
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atime to gain a proper diftance, that your 
thot may {pread and have its proper effe@s 
cover your bird, and, keeping the piece firm 
againft your fhoulder, pull the trigger the 
firft glance you have of him: From 35 to 
50 paces, which habit will pretty nigh afcer- 
tain, is a good diftance, ‘though you may 
‘Kill at Go paces diflance and more. 


Ir your bird flies to your right, aim a 
little before his head, always taking your 
time with the utmoft deliberation and com- 
‘pofure, fhould he be too nigh in this direc. 
tion, wait until his flight and the trace of 
your fhot, will bring him to the point of a 
falient angle. | 


Ir he goes to your left, fhoot alfo before 
him a little, and obferve the fame direction, 
this is called crofs fhooting, and requires 
the fleadieft aim. Arched fhots (i. €. when 
the. bird rifes high before he recovers his 
| full flight) are deemed the eafieft and farelty 


Eas 9 


herefore if a bird rifes or towers, you may 


ke your own time; always obferving to 
: cock your piece after the bird rifes; many 
| g& contrarily , but, befides the danger of 

ig you will always, when you have habi- 
uated yourfelf to it, have fufficient time— 
| . refore never walk with your piece cock- 
ed or with your muzzle carried low, or in 
carelefs pofition, or pointing to any perfon 
company; after you do cock, keep your 
thumb upon it till aa take aim. 


Grouse, or Heath-cock, may be july 
deemed the fublimity of fhooting, and it is 


‘much to be regreted that any fhould have 
“accel to this diverfion, but fuch as are at 
: “Teaft competent judges of fo very Majeftical 

at -You fhould ssiatnig be 


peo 
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this kind of footing is not fo laborious for 
Dogs ag it is in North: America; the b: why 
plains on Long-Ifland, is the only place E 
have (een in that country abounding with 
Groufe, and it is pretty well known to mas 
ny good fporifmen refidiog in New-York 
and Long-Ifland. As the cover on faid 
plains is an under oak wood, of a ftrong 
and thick bru‘hy nature, it certainly requires 
the very. beit of Dogs, and it fhould be fo. 


contrived in. your parties, to have always 4 


frefh brace to hunt, for as your Dogs on 
‘that ground are obliged to gallop at a very, 


high rate, and rife powerfully to the cover, 
they are foon fatigued; they ought to have 


a very. large range, the cover being even and 


the ground extenfive toa long view, admits 
: of their going well out, and as they are fap- 


pofed to be perfedly ftaunch, you run ag 


rifk of {pringing. Of many Pointers that I 


hare vie carried to this ground, who were 


Ea § 


‘ood for much. You thould thes, previous: 
t ie feafon for this game, keep your Dogs 


4 hey auld: be very ill calculated, were the 
taken pen! from sain sh on the run 


OK labour. 


As for direftions for finding this game, 
he | lains are’fo very large and extenfive 
nothing but’ patience, ‘perfeverance, and 
or, with the addition of guides that know 
A hely haunts, ‘can "erifute fuccefs.—I thould : 
a e € avoid patteenpring to deferibe the ievg- 
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wal.articles of conveniency, fuch as horfes, 
chairs, provifion, liquors, &c. neceflary for- 
this diverfion ; it will be prefumptive ia me 
(who am but a ftranger) to delineate them, 
they being much better known than I can. 
explain them; yet if I was permitted to 
choofe, I weopht make the following arranges: 
ment :—Suppofe my party to confit of two 
gentlemen, I would provide a fingle horfe- 
chair, the horfe fhould be accultomed to 
the firing of arms, a fervant in a fecond 
chair, to carry the Dogs, of which there 
thoyld be two brace at leatt, provifion, li-. 
— quors, tea, fugar, &c. and {pare powder and 
‘thot, &c. &c. fo that between the expences, 
of the Gentlemen, Servant, Horfes, Dogs, 
&c, I may allow three guineas per diem for 
the whole, to be a very moderaté calculati- 
on, of the expences of this kind’ of ‘amiife- 


ment, exclufive of meses and fHior, abt f noe 


id 
Ge Ais Fe AR, ei 
CTs GRD -esO ait 


te ascrde partidges site mill is” the 


i de | 
te ea the Bh 


ae saa Rae nh 


fay 
ever I faw, | to one, which I believe, web CE 
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; ~ neral Birche’s; he had been fome years” in 


the poffeflion of -a’man on the Plains who 
 ferved as a guide to Gentlemen when groufe+ 
os ‘ing—he had reduced. the Dog fo low, that 
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when I faw him Girt, ‘he was a mere Ikelee 
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‘ton, [ thought, he could not ftand upon bis, 


Le: ‘but he foon convinced me to the cons 
ono: ae i 


“trary, by ranging with admirable apility, 


Rome Y 


and perfect ftaunchnefs ; this [ entirely ims 
Ss pease: ‘3 ryiis 

puted to his” uncommon prattice i The 

fend ool Jgas 

Dog was fo habituated to game. (or. vatiat 

is 


) over hunted) and kept fo low, that he fear 
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iy made any thow at all whea he bo upon. 
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asibitds; and Urey with feoming indifference; 

Deandonf: hethappemedsfar obtifrom you at a 

-3 epoint) he fav upon! hiss backfide -until you 

‘0 Came upto -hims-being, as 1 thought, ‘too 
w Wedkto land in) the..attiude of - ‘pointing 


prseene confiderable time : He was ‘red -and 
‘dito, ofa middle. fize, I think ‘the fleet 


_-o Species, though he'was fo low in flefh, that 


ai Eseould form no Jatt idea of his alias and 
oc Make, 
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A ‘pack of thefe birds ‘will’ ¢overa a Reig 


ma hl 39 ut 33-1, bari. 9 fle O | a 
erable extent of ground, i in oe 


= &) o a ig 


“mornings, when difpe ed ind’ Teartered ms 
bout after food, that i it ‘very often “happens, 


after you have had. feveral thots, may be 
*VILUGH Ji 


sm EOD more than one point to the fame pack, 


wa that fome t ‘birds Rill remain on the ground, 


ath. 


efit) 


gor ROPCS jally. if they have not been much diftur- 
ago body you. thould therefore allow your: Dogs 


WO 


agg ho,apaks fu fall ranges al round land back-bunt 
what you take to be ‘the ‘utmott limits of 


af 


tard 


r yeiground the pack, occupied;—hefe the 
sexcellency of your Dogs-are. abfolutely se- 
ier: ary, not only in-picking ap. the . -remain- 
ing: game, but alfo in being, perfedlly obedi- 


ent. and ftill after you fire, and.not; moving- 


n inch whilft-you are loading ;othey onght, 
indeed, to be very cool in general, eparticu- 
lady upon fuch occafions .as, the. above ; 
4 without this qualification in your, ,pointers, 


‘ you will have the moitifeation: of feeing;the 
‘Groufe rife and fly in fair fhots all; ound, 

when perhaps, you have not a gun Feady, to 
fire, which will notin general, be, the cafe if 
‘the Dogs lay ftill, for in fine ‘weather, the 
s\sbirds will not, fometimes, beveafily-gotyup: 
i muft here beg leave to quote .an inftance 


in peer: of the tamegann ideal viz. 
Shy silo oF & 

o3 “L-was the 6 rit that took Me. Eeiiets 
»Bull-head (fo called, ‘having,a (hort head 
‘like Gne of thofeanimals, being of ‘the $pa- 


jpitakiod) ‘to the Plains, 1 think-in the.year 


4 
: 


oe ee 

778: He was mide in England, was 
flaunch, and. of the- beit breed, was under 
good. command, and. feemed rather timid; it 
was in.the, Jatter.end of September; the 
Dog ftood, but.when I fired, Bull-head ran 
out and gave tongue at a great rate; I im- 
puted this.to his long fea paffage and want 
of pradiice, ealled him in, and only {poke 
har to him.—The fecond fhot, he however 


behaved. much worfe than the firft, and 
- would, not come in, but ran after a whole 
Te tal of Groufe in fingle birds, yelped and 
~ harked without intermifiion. He continued 
this.jcareer, for a whole day, and all my ad- 


dyels could.not bring him in, and confle+ 
quenily {poilt the day’s diverfion, 


re Be 


Tar fecond, day I gave ay to our guide, 


Gu My Bhs 


with a rope faftened from his collar to a 


bell.tied about the man’s waitt. . Upon; my 
- Gping (being very. ftrong) he brought. the 
fsllow down upon his face, and trailed hin’ 
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ghrough the brufh a great way, which exalt. 
perated our guide fo much, as to cut the 
rope and let him go. I faw no more of — 


Sancho, only at a diftance, for the reft a 


fo and tho’ we had another | Dog: now 


alls 


rfaw: He was by no means fleet) ‘but>” 


4 


‘id out well, and, I believe, all art would 


dint. It will feem (to thofe acquainted 
with this work) incredible, to declare that, 
n 1781, I huated him five days fucceflively 
a the Plains, and on the fixth day, he tra- 
led to Brooklyne-Ferry, above forty 
s. On this occafion he found more 
rds than General Birch’s Dog, owing. to 


is fuperior ftrength. Lets, and myfelf 


jude p1990 
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Joft him once in a bruthy cover, Quail fhoote 
ing, at Bufhwick; we called, fhonied, and 
whiftled for him very nigh half an hour, 
and no appearance of >ancho; at lait I heard 
a faint howl, and, turning about, within 
three yards of my heels, there was poor 
Bull-head fixed at a dead point to a bevy. 

o~He became mine afterwards, but falling 
down from a garret, three ftories high, he 
“died of the bruife in a few days. To a 
Sportfman of fortune, he was worth forty 
pounds Rterling. 
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C HA P. IV. 


‘Partridge, Quail, marking 
in your Game, with fome ins 

terefling Digreffions, 7) = 
| ther Matters. 3 


-HESE birds are apt to rife in a flock, 
ugh fometimes one part of them takes 
ng confiderably before the others; of this | 
ou muft judge from your knowledge of the 
round, and perhaps, of the covey. Sup: 
ofe them to get up pretty numerous, and 
hat you want to kill many birds, as is the. 
reneral with ; in that cafe you thould, previ- 
as to their rifing. poft yourfelf at a proper 
ftance from where you fuppofe them, t@ 
ie. by, the. Dog’s. attitude ; allowing yout 
Servant or one of the company to {pring 
em, and fire among them (always taking 
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aim at a particular bird) juft as they clear 
the cover or ground, for they immediately 
difperfs after rifing, If you choofe a fingle 
bird, obferve the former directions refpeat- 
ing the Groufe; though the Partridge being 
a lefler object, and of quicker flight. require 
a quicker and furer fight; this refers to 
Partridges i in Europe, paticatanty f in AN aul 


Britain and Ireland. 


“To afcertain the diftance of the birds 
from your Dog, a Pointer, at a moderate 
diftance, will draw and ftretch himfelf out 
to a beautiful attitude; but if he is taken 
- fhort, and comes nearer than he would, be- 
fore he catches the fcent, he droops and 
hunches his back almoft double, or, perhaps, 
point, looking over his thoulder fide-ways 
(L have known cautious Dogs ftand with the 
, bird behind, being fo clofe, as, for fear of 
fpringing, to prevent his turning: about) ; 
| ey. re Taney. beat a Bitc i pe 
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the covey; I grant it may; but when the 
hers take wing, you will be nigh enough, 
the common occurrences, in fuch a cafe, 
the body of the covey is feldom at any 
confiderable diftance from the ftraggling 
b ds.—I have often feen good chances loft 
firing at the firft birds that got up, efpes 


tly where there was no fecond gun ready 


orfman; but I fhall lay it down here for 
information of the lefs experienced. 


| HAVE once myfelf met with the follows 


i 38 } 
ing difappointment, and have feen the like 
happen to others very frequently :—-My 
dog Cefar made a ftaunch point at Quails, 
at a pretty moderate diftance, in an open 
field, without any other cover than a little 
thin grafs: Five birds got up and flew in 
different directions: I fingled out one, fired, 
and down he fell, to all appearance dead, 
upon the ground, at about the diftance of 
50 yards; contrary to my ufual manner, » 
not thinking he could by any means get off, 
Rencouraged C/ar to quit his ftation, and 
go.and fetch lvm, and. moved fdFward: my- 
felf without loading; juft as the dog was. 
going:to mouth him, up fprings. the Quail 
from between his feet, and towering to a. 
confideral height in the. air, fell at a great. 
diftance ftone dead, as I judged, in a very: 
thick cover, and after hunting for him as 
bout an honr with the utmoft affiduity, loft 
him: Had I been loaded I could have eali- 
ly fired at him a fecond time, and could not 
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ell-mifs him.—Another reafon why you 


uld load before you go to pick up your 
d, is, that there may be more game fill 
nigh 5 you, that may rife upon your moving 
orward, and give you another chance. 


7 I nope the above example, of which 
there are many inftances, and the reafon af- 
figned, will be fufficient to recongile Gen- 
tlemen to the utility of loading’ere they 
move from whence they fired; and though 
this may, in fome inftances, be attended 
avith the lofs of a few birds, that are wing- 
ed and ruff away into fome hole or bad co- 
yer, yet this method will be, in general, 

‘nineteen to one in your favor; befides it 
 ftaunches your pointer, gives him breath, and 


: effedtually prevents his chacing. 


Ir frequently happens that you mortally 
“wound your bird, though he flies and ap- 
parently does not feem to be in the leaft 


hurt, any further than his giving a fadden 
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ye, and it is often not without. caufe. 


_ I was once on the Brufhy- Plains, Long- 
‘Tfland, in company with two Gentlemen, 
we fell in with a pack of Groufe, or ‘Heath- 
hens, and had fome fhots; as we turned 
our backs, and were quitting the ground, 
Theard a bird tifing behind me; I turned 

quickly about, and, notwithitanding it flew 
at a great diitance, I covered him and fired; 
he immediately towered high in the air, 
and, after crofling a large wood at a confide- 
rable dittance, difappeared. Tinfitted upon © 
my hitting him, from his towering fo very - 
high: The other Gentlemen laughed, and 
faid it was impoflible from the diftance [ 
was at when I fired, that the bird was on-: 
ly frightened. I begged, however, that they 
would ftay for me, and that [ would go. 
back after him, and convince myfelf, if pots 
: fible-—I took a boy that faw the bird’s 
flight, and one of the dogs, and after going 


rae 


Ey half a mile, and through a large piece 


f wood, the dog found my bird under our 


1 to the company, but on examining could 


laagh againft me; but the bird being 


sadezvous, atid plucked him with the ut- 


ot; at laft, after mahy fearches, I difco- 
ed that a fingle grain of fhot had carried 
end of a pen-feather through the fpine, 
the other end in the mouth of the 
ound, which prevented our feeing it before. 


here mutt, undoubtedly, b je many efcapes 
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lying ftone dead upon his back. I 


xe back with him in great triumph, fhewing 
not find any marks of fhot; this renewed. 


aite warni, I was fully convinced it was. 
e fame I fired at:—-We brought it to our 


molt care, but could find no impreflion of 


f this nature, in the cafe of body wounds 5 ‘i 
‘01 Groufe, Partridge and Quail, will car 


A geet quantity of fhot, and fy rong 
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and fir, when you don’t touch their wings, 


even if you bieak their legs. 


yr I, av. another time, in company with 
Mr. M 


a fingle cock Quail in a grafs meadow, ata 


-, of the 6gth Regiment, fired at 


‘moderate diftance, and a very deliberate 
fhot; the bird bounded ftrong and ftruck 
againtt the ground, but, without any delay, 
rebounded and towered to a great heighth, 
and flew ftrong and fwift over a very broad 
and thick cover: [ gave him up, but faw 
. he was hit, About| an hour afterwards, ; as 
the Dogs were ranging on the other fide the 
thicket, Ponto made a fudden point, very 
clofe and fquat; I called Mr. M—, and 
- faid I would lay any bett that was the bird 
| I had fired at; We endeavoured to rife 
our game,, but nothing ftirred. All the 
" dogs by this time backed and confirmed the 


. point. We then went up, and there the 
- poor Quail fat within two feet of the dog’s 


Ta Gs 


ofe, alive, but could not rife or move; I 


took it up, and, upon examining him, one of 
| his helo was pees aud yh gute hanging 


RSE and in the marvellous; many 
thers of the fame kind might be quoted: 
But to caution the young Sportfman to at- 
“tend particularly to the flight of his bird, after 
firing and apparently mifling, efpecially if 
_they are feen to tower, bound, or give a 
‘ fudden ftart or fhake ; thefe are fure figne 
of being hit. a 


SHoutpD you fire and not kill, or ina 
Sportfman term mifs your fhot, have an eye 
_ to the flight of the game and mark them éz 
as clofe as poffible, but do not run immedi- 
ately to find them. ftill having attention te 
where they alighted by taking fome mark, 
fuch as a tree, bufh, fhrub or rock :— 
‘There may be more birds between you and - 
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them, you fiould therefore with coolitefs’ 
beat the intermediate ground towards them 
this will give your game time to fettle, be- 
fides it may caufe them to take foot to fome 
ether place, which will facilitate your ddp’s 
roading and drawing up to them with great-— 
er certainty. Marked birds is hard for a 
dog to make out, as he will have no other 
fcent than fuddenly: winding them in beat-— 
ing his ground, and as their time on thei# 
new ground has been but fhort, and perhaps | 
did not move an inch from where they firft 


 alighted—confequently their {cent will be 


weaker than where they perhaps bafked, and 
he roaded, and ftrayed about for a confidera 
blet time; you fhould therefore in general 
beat againft the wind, particularly i in going 
cowards marked game. If your pack, co- 
vey or bevy i8 {pread on the marked ground 
they will fquat and lie clofe, this is the ef- 
fence of fhooting, you fhould therefore | 
beat and re-beat the ground and make the - 


Can 
dog beat alfo very clofe ;—fome old dogs 


are excellent at picking up birds in fuch a 


fituation, Ihave feen from twelve to four- 
teen different points to one bevy of Quails 
on New-York ifland after marking them; 
nd I have on the fame ground ia the year 
1778 feen ten fhots fired from one point, 
i. e.the dog ftood at his point in a brufhy 
cover, and it being a fine calm day in Au- 
tumn, all the birds rofe almoft. fingly ;— 
two of the Gentlemen that were of the par- _ 


Mr. Templeton’s Nero: You fhould, there- 
fore, when you perceive Quails to rife 
fingly, or in two’s or three’s, beat your 
ground very clofe—In all the foregoing 
cafes, J muft infift upon your keeping your 
Dog i in whilft you are loading, admitting 
him ever fo ftaunch, his very adtion in beat- 
about, will rife the game. 


Poses rie where the abundance of 


ty are Captains in the Navy ;—the dog was 
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birds renders Dogs. ufelefs, all-depends up- 
onthe goodnefs of your Pointer. 


‘T-wave known the beft fhotsfrea whole 
‘day with indifferent Dogs to little purpofe, 
‘and I have known the fame Gentlemen out 
‘at other times with good Dogs, where the 
birds were not fo plenty, kill every thor, 
and bring home feveral brace. This may 
‘be -eafily accounted for: Calm weatheriis 
‘beft for this diverfion, birds fly any eee 
on nes days, 


t 47> 3 


CHAP. V. 


Of Shooting Parties, and other 
Matters relative thereto. 


WouLp recommend the avoiding a large: 
sompany on fhooting parties; two Gentle- 
n is fufficient to beat the ground together, 
there may be more of the fame party at a. 
‘diftance, and meet occafionally—Three is 
commonly, attended with fome degree of. 
hurry. and heat, and above that number with 
guns, is very unfociable, and nothing but — 
confufion can enfue; befides as every Gen~ 
tleman is not accuftomed to this amufement,. 
large companies, may be attended with mas 
my inconveniencies and | accidents. ‘ 


Suppose our fhooting party to confilt of: 
two Gentlemen, their Servants and Dogs, 
Sc, 1 would recommend the following man- 


ee 
per. of fhooting to them, viz. That they de 
not fire together, except when agreed at a 
covey or bevy, but that from all points of 
the Dog, they fhoot in turn; that fuppofing 
the two Gentlemen walking abreaft and the 
Dogs ftanding of courfe, if the birds take 
fhort to the right hand, of in other lane 
guage, turn upon him, he on that fide has 
a right to the fhot, for if the Gentleman on 
the left was to fire, it aukd be perhaps, 
acrofs his companion. ‘The fame to be 
ittviolably obferved, fhould the birds take 
the left, or turn in upon the Gentle- 
man on that fide. If the Gentleman whofe 
turn itis to fhoot Artt, miffes his bird, it 1s 
but reafonable the other fhould endeavor to 
_ remedy this, by trying his fhot, particular- 
ly: in ftreight directions, giving fufficient 
time to diftinguifh the effects of the two dif- 
charges.—Shooting both together at the 
fame moment at a bird, is little diverfion; ie 
leaves a doubt whofe thet did CXCCUTOR, 


Sek, 


oil the. game if too nigh, and is generally 


with the cooleft attended with fome emo- 
on; itis much better to give the bird fair 
play, as Gentlemen, and have ocular demon= 
firation who is the bet fhot. Yet all acci- 
den-al chances fhould be embraced inftant- 
ly, without ceremony, fuch as birds {pring- 
ing unexpectedly before you, rifing fideways, 


or, as it often happens, behind, for there is 


nthem; [ think this is called overfhoot« 
ing the game. Woodcocks frequently come 
trait towards you, I would recommend 
your letting them pafs, and take them at a 
proper diftance after you turn about upon 


t, the bird being high. Other game 


srvedit more peculiar in Woodcocks, 


uch a thing as leaving birds behind, though. 


you and the Dogs have almoft trodden up- 


your heel; this is commonly an arched | 


n fhort upon you fometimes, efpecially 


’ you hunt with Spaniels, but I have ob- 
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 Waen you fee your Dog ftand fixed up-, 
on his Point, don’t call out loud and elated 
to your company to obferve him, nor fhould 
you run up to him, this, befides heating 
you and affecting your nerves, is apt to 
eaufe an anxiety in your dog, and if not 
old and ftaunch, may make hina move or 
and fpring your game. Never in any fitua- 
tion make your Pointer fpring your birds 
for you, on the contrary, go round him, 
and if the fun fhines, endeavour to have it 
to your back, this, when then fun is low, 
in mornings or evenings, prevents its rays 
from obftruating your fight along the bar- 
rel, which fhould never be : bright, but 
ought to be darkened with fome kind of 
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is. C HAP. VI. 


Ofi-rrolperous Days for Shoote 
c ing, with Inflances quoted 
| from undoubted Veracity ; the 
C ~ Caufes explained, and Re- 


: : s mea propofed. 


a HAVE frequently remarked that fome 
days are improfperous to the Sportfman, 
| although he fees many birds, and fires feve- 
i : oral fhots, and- fair ones too: I have known 
a dark horizon, high wind and other caufes 
‘Blamed for this, but I have frequently ~ 
known the fame to happen in very clear, 
| calm, ferene days; I will not here enter 
into the feveral caufes, but beg leave to - 
2 _ mention what [ think fhould be done: When 
~ you are unlucky and don’t fhoot well, I 


ae 

would reft and refreth myfelf and Dogs, 
and repeat this pretty often, until T was 

quite compofed, for nothing caufes a great: 

er anxiety than difappointments of this kind, 

when you are confident in your own adroit- 
nefs, the goodnefs of your gun, powder and 

fhot, &c. It is probably owing to this heat 

and anxiou(nefs that you fire. fo badly. I 

hope my generous reader will pardon me in 

mentioning a circumflance of this kiad, when 
I declare it to be a fact, upon the ftriGeft 

honor and veracity. My father was one of. 
the beft shots that Fever faw, with ball or. 
finall fhot, and no man would contend the 
point with him in the part of the world he 

lived in; he was a very even tempered man, . 
indefatigable and patient; I followed him 

one day, as I often did whea a boy, taa 

Moor that abounded with Moor-fowl or 
Groufe ; it Was in September, the day was 

chear, but rather wind rs we had a faunch 
ald Dog aad a young onc, who was rather 


cea 


rade atthe arf birds we met, and did not pleafe 


i my father, he accordingly correéted him, 
as Limagined, with the utmoft compofure 


and judgment, (though upon the fequel I 
believe he heated himfelf with the Dog) this 
I believe had a very good effect upon Pedro, 
the backed the old Dog the whole day af- 


terwards, But to our fubjedt, he fired ma- 


ny fhots, perhaps from fix to ten, very fair 
ones, and mifled them every one ; he expref- 
fed fome wonder and changed his powder 
and thot, yet he miffed four or five fhots 
more ; in all this, he did not, to our know= 


 Jedge, touch a feather; we at lait about 


‘twelve o’clock, far down and refrefhed our- 


felves, about an hour we began again, and 
‘the firft point he fhot his bird; I faw plain- 
Tee My, young as L was, that the charm was hisy 


pelle, for I never faw him mifs fix times in 


“all his {hooting before that day ; ,—to end 


my digrefion, L was loaded with owelts 
’ es Be 2! 


oi 
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brace of Groufe by fun-fet, and in all the 
afternoon’s fhooting, he did not mifs once 


in firing twenty-four times. 


Avotuur fhort ftory, and then I will 


end this part :—Bingham, an [rifhman, for- 


merly a foldier in the 16th, and lately in the 
g2d Regiment, and was killed a ferjeant 
at Bunker’s Hill, was the moft indefatiga- 


ble Sportfman and ene of the beft fhots in 


the world. I have often been out with him 


a at Chateau-Richie, and the Mfland of Or- 


leans, nigh Quebec, ‘Ihave frequently feen 
him fhoot twelve brace of Snipe (before a 
fiery Spaniel) without mifing one: I faw 


- him one day kill eighteen brace, mifling but 


twice out of thirty- -eight fhots. He would 


hit the Target firing at a mark, with any in- 


different piece belonging to the company, 


Aa His diet, when out fhooting, was bread and 


milk ; and he would tire an Indian to follow 


him, though I haye knowa him at other. 


Ce sso 
i times guilty of intemperance in drinking, 


I was prefent with faid Bingham one day : 
nd faw him fire thirty fhots at Snipe, and 
fhot but two brace ; he owned that he was 
never in better order, as to his habit of bo- - 
dy; the birds flew fair, and we had a calm 
erene day. He often threw his piece down 
‘and {wore he would break it: it was a good 


‘one, though a very long French barrel; and 


what added to his choler, was my killing ale 
-moft every fhot.—As there mult be fome- 
thing more than mifchance, or bad luck in 
_difappointments of this nature, | hope the 
above inftances, with many more of a fimi- 


dar kind that almoft daily occur, are pretty 


‘evident demonttrations, that fome heat, or 


too much anxiety, in endeavouring to reme- 


dy our fhooting fo bad, is moft commonly 
the caufe of (good hots) want of fuccefs.— _ 
_ Therefore, as I have already obferved, the 


: : beft remedy is to reft a little and take. 


ee 


‘ ‘T6361 


breath; talk over ibe matter and recollect 
courfelves, 


CHAP. VIL 


| of Wy BEST 


LS thefe birds moft commonly keep in 
“ftrong cover, fuch as {wamps, brufhy and 
‘clofe’ferubby woods (excepting where they 
‘are to be found in wet meadows, {prings 
‘and open ground) f would recommend the 
‘Cocking Spaniel; indeed I have known 
f good Pointers, I fuppofe by reafon of not 
‘being ufed to them, that would not take 
: much notice, or point to them: As they 
| “don’t t travel much on foot, they are a hop- 
“ping” ‘puzaling game for Pointers. Good 


tg ot 
anicls and boys to beat the cover with 


icks, are the beft to {pring them: they are 


eafy fhot, and generally arched, if you 
ive them time to difentangle and clear 
emfelves from the cover, and fuffer then 
o take fair flight; this, however, much de- 


ends upon your own fituation. 


yas fhot mylelfat this work) by keeping a 


sonftant taiking to your companion in the 


pening, not only to yourfelf and party, but 
to perfons pafliag in the line of your fhot, 
‘or to Cows, Horfes,&c. Many difagreea- 
ble accidents of this kind frequently occur 
by inattention.—The Woodcock is eafily 
marked, as he will take but fhort flights, if 
e has not been often fired at or much h dif- 


tu'bed; in this cafe I have known them to 


In this kind of fhooting you fhould be ve= 
ry careful how you fire, ({ have fhot and 


wood and cover to prevent accidents hap- 


fly a confiderable way, fometimes half a 


Gra a it 
vie 
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mile, for though they are loath to quit their 
haunts, they area bird of great flight, in- 
{lance their long paffiges from one climate 
to another, when they are obliged to fly 
many leagues without having an opportunity 
to reft. They have been known to pitch 
themfelves on the rigging of hips to take 
breath and ret, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of Suipe. 


Tuese birds are commonly (being 
_ birds of. fuction, as well as the Woodcock) 
_ found in freth water fprings, wet meadows 
and deep grafs: They are an eafy thot, if you 
give them time to quit their ferpentine 
windings, which their long bill obliges 
them to take ere they recover themfelves 


 fofficiently to fly ftreight, you fhould allow 


ere you fire, and then you may eafily kill 
them. 
Snipes in proper ground, if not much 


frightened, will, after taking many turns, 


pretty high and far diftant, moft commonly, 


they fprung from: As they are generally in 


them to fly full out, if diftance permits, 


return and alight in fome part of the ground 
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epen ground, they are eafily marked —s 
Whenever you fee a bird rife, efpecially 
in any kind of wood or cover, you fhoald 
call out, Mark; this advertifes your compa- 
nions that game is fprung, and may give 
fome one of the company a chance: This 
refers more particularly to Woodcock fhoot- 
ing.—Spaniels, under good command, will 
do for Snipe, but Pointers ufed 10 them are 
better, unlefs they are of the delicate kind, 
in that cafe they are foon knocked up with 
the wet and cold. Large fetters, I pre= 
fume, as you can always keep fight of them, 
are good for this kind of thooting: There 
are Pointers, however, that are from habit, 


good for the feveral kinds of game. 


Cin A Po EX, 


| ofins midating or cowing Dogs, 
with a glaring Inftance--bet- - 
ter Treatment recommende te 


ror thing I beg leave to lay down 
as a general maxim here, is a careful atten- 
tioni to the natural temper and difpofition of 
‘your Dogs. There are fome of thefe anie 
mals of fo high bred a kind, that they will 
bear frequent beating and abufe, and will | 
hunt with greater vigor immediately after a 
chaftifement; others, of a fofter kind, are {a 
_eafily intimidated, and become fo very ful- 
ky, that they are rendered ufelefs fox- 
ever. | 


| Tava glaring inftance. of this kind 


Tey 
now in my poffeffion, and the manner itt 
which i ruined him (for want of knowing 
his temper) was as follows: Ponto was im- 
ported from Great-Britain to America by 
a friend of mine, who made me a prefent 
of him: He is a beautiful animal, of the 


fcct fpecies of Pointers, of uncomnton fa- 
pacity, and amazing travel ; hunts high, is 
‘very ftaunch and obedient. J had him but 
‘a few months, when 1? coupled him one day 
- to a young Dog, to avoid being trouble- 
fome in the. fireets,. as well as to civilize 
‘the young one. Ponto. being very eager, 
made feveral {prings to difentangle himfelf 
from his companion, as well as to gain the 
Tiberty of ranging about. I turned fudden-_ 
ly abeot: in fome heat, and gave him an un- 
‘Jacky Blow on the back with the butt of 
my fuzee; I obferved he was much hurt, 
but thought no more about the matter, un- 
| ‘il I untied him ¢ on tg field ; he ‘immediate- 


" 
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qy hung down his tail, and (inftead of beate 
ing about, of which he was very fond) made 
‘the beft of his way home.—Upon my re- 
turning in the evening, I took no notice of 


his behaviour, but, by coaxing and making 


much of him, and forefeeing there was a 
rik of his being cowed, I did not take him 


out for a month afterwards, in order to 


give him time ta forget i it; the Dog follow- 


ed me then, and went en as ufual with the 


| utmoft cheerfalnefs, and feemed to me. to. 


behave better than formerly ;—but the irk 


time I fpoke rough to the young Dog, Pon- : 
to fet off home as faft as he could rua, and 


would not come in. He ferved me the 
fame trick repeatedly afterwards, without 
any other provocation but my fpeaking 


chatth to the other Dog, and I could not 


contrive any thing to break bin of it. At 


Jat he once difappointed me in the fame 


‘manner, when engaged on a very particular 
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party; T own I was angry, and contrived to 
get home before him, where [ gave him a 
very fevete flogging; but inftead of mend- 
ing the matter, he will not come near me, 
“nor will he even vouchfafe to eat from my. 
hand, let him be ever fo hungry; by which 
“means he is now, though the beft of Dogs 
with another perfon, rendered entirely ufe- 
lefs to me, to my no fmall mortification as 
ox may well fuppofe. 


: . This inftance, with many others that I 
" could afcertain, will, 1 hope, bea fufficient 
: eaniog to Gentlemen how to treat their 
Dogs. I believe if I had ftruck mine with 
a whip, rod, or pulled his ears, it would 
have no bad effect upon him. You fhould, 
therefore, never kick your Dog, or ufe any 
heavy hard fubftance to correct him; a gen- 
ule pulling of the ears (if not cut) or, which’ 
is full better, a {mall whip carried for that 
purpofe, is much better. Had I bred Ponto, 


£ 6 5 


¥ might have known him better perhaps.— 
Great caution is neceflary in this article, 
E have known the ftrongeft and moft vigo- 
rous forward Dogs, {poiled for a whole 
day, by a violent kick, which, I fappofe, 
has hurt them fo much that they could not 
recover themfelves.—~ Biting your Dog’s 


ears with your teeth is a barbarous method 
eof correcting, and is generally attended with 
a corruption and corroding of blood. I 


have known Dogs ta die of an inflamma- 
tion caufed by violent beatings, efpecially | " 
when inflicted on the fmall of the back. 
I muft, neverthelefs, own, that on matty 


occafions, their mifdemeanor pats. one’s 
humor to the trial, and that a great deal 
of beating is abfolutely neceflary and in- 
1 difpenfible to reprove them, but we ought 


to know them well, and treat them ac- 
cordingly, and that with fomething for 
: and pliable. 


B2 
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Wuenever your Dog behaves well, 
you ought conftantly to praife and clap him, 
and by making ufe of certain kind expref- 
fons, encourage him as much as poflible; 
he will be fond of this, and havea good 
‘effet upon him, and, as they are generally ve- 
“ry fagacious, this will animate and encourage 
one of a good difpofition, to behave better and 
‘with = greater. cheerfulnefs and caution.— 
“Some very good Dogs are fond of choofing 

‘their own ground, and are very apt to give 
you the flip, and come to a fly point; in 
this cafe don’t call or whittle for them, 
_ “(but endeavour to find them out) unlefs you 
are obliged toit. : 


boo 3 


Shooting Apparatus recommend- 
ed, method of Loading, and 


Precautions to be ufed in re+~— 


‘turning Home. 


Or thefe, there are great variety, and 
moft commonly are chofen more from fancy : 
than for utility ; fome ufe the fteel {pring 


chargers for their thot, I own they are 


handy and convenient, but as they weigh al- 


moft as much as the fhot they contain, I would 
recommend and prefer the pudding fhot bag, 


with a brafs head, and a horn or leather 


powder horn, with a fpring top: fuch as 


have the fpring ftopper infide the horn are 
 beft; thofe with the fopper ont wafte 


oy 
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and fpill the powder. —I difapprove of load- 
ing out of the top of the horn, itis both un- 
certain and dangerous, by the powder’s 
| clogging between the {topper and head of 
the horn, and thereby often admits a great- 
er quantity of powder than you intend.— | 

- Twill here endeavour to explain my ‘me- 
thd of loading, and ‘hope, that habit will 
make it both expeditious and fafe to fuch 
: ufe to practife it :—Being provided — 
then with a powder horn and pudding fhot 


‘bag, as above defcribed, the former in a 
- pocket on my right fide, with the cord be- 
Tonging to it on the left fhoulder ; my fhot 
‘bag on the Jeft fide, flung with its ftrap 
on the right fhoulder; my bird net fixed 
pretty high, to avoid catching in the brufh 
and cover, with a certain number of fquare 
bits of foft gray paper run through the mid- . 
die with a thread, and fewed to a conveni- 


ent part on the right breaft of my coat; a 
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‘turnkey and couple of {pare flints in my_ 


'pocket.-—T, firit of all, prime. Secondly, : 


* 


. fill the head of my horn with powder, and 
; empty it in the top of my fhot bag, (which 
' fhould contain the exact charge I intend, - 
Vand ferve as a meafure for powder and fhot, 


and be equal to’ the full of my powder horn 


; top) put up my horn, empty the powder in 


“my gun, take one of my fquare papers for 


wadding, and, ramming itdown, I Thirdly; 
fill my meafure with fhot, put it in the | 
‘barrel, take another bit of paper, ram it 
down, and, returning my meafure and ram- 


mer, L am ready. All this may, at firft, 


appear complex and tedious, but, by a lit- 


tle practice, wili become eafy, expeditious 


and fafe: I have invariably loaded in this 


manner; 1 found that I was in general as 


quick as others.—Many of the beft and 


_ mott experienced fhots, object to priming 
 firfts; T cannot fee wherein the danger con- 


: ‘fits, unlefs it may be fuppofed to proceed 
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ree the heat of the barrel, or fomething 
‘touching the trigger whilft you are loading. 
How mutt it be with the army, who always 


prime firft, and fire very often fo quick, that 
_ they can fearcely hold their pieces in their 


“hands, with the heat, yet it is extraordinary 
to fee one of them go off whilft loading, 
without fome other canfe thin the heat of 


the piece. —Bad powder, leaving a fulpha- 
rens fediment in the breech of the barrel, 
48 a more frequent caufe of fuch accidents, 


I have often feen a batialion from five to 


~feven hundred men, fire fixty rounds on a 


feld day, without one accident of this aa- 
ture; though Tonce fuw a whole Grena- 
ier Company’ s pouches on fire, by a {park 
/ communicating toa broken car tridge i In one 


of the mens pouches ; it was in the infant 


of firing, and the pouch was open. How- 
ever, I fhan’s infif upon the propriety or 
impropriety of priming fir or Jatt, only in- 
Gf that. Priming | fir is the mot expedir 
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deus ; é atid Géntlenten feldont fire fo jute : 
when fowling, as to endanger any accident 


of this kind ; ; itnever happened to myfelf— 
ery one’s own difcretion may guide them 


this particular as they pleafe. 


IF you have a Sefvant, whem out fhoot- 
ing. fet him carry your fhot bag, (thofé 
that I have defcribed contain 4b. fome moré 
fore lefs) and you may carry half a dozen 
fteel {pring charges in your waiftcoat or 
facket pockets, which, being double, will 
eontain twelve charges. Many ufe car- 
‘ tridges containing both powder and fhot. hi 
Would recommend your carrying a few 
‘ee of large fhiot, No. 3 and 4, as many 
‘opportunities frequently offer of making ufe” 
‘of thest.=sI fhall conclude this Chapter, by 
inting, that the portable pocket bottle, co 
-yered with twigs, and the collation of cold 
" meat and bread, or bifcuit, are always fafe 
and ufeful companions, even for their fhort 


pCoetare 
éxcurfions, as weil as the Sportiman’s knife 
and fork. : 


I wrx fuppofe you returning home, load- 
ed with game, be not, however, entirely in- 
attentive to your Dogs, for in the eygping 
birds will run far to feed, and perhaps give 
you chances when you leaft expect them.— 
‘Tf you hunt with a brace of Dogs, the cou. 
ple is very ufeful in preventing their ftrag- 
gling and lofing them in going through the 
_ ftreets, &c. befides, being hungry, they will 
ftray away after carrion and other ftuff, 
which coupling effedually prevents, and 
faves you much trouble.—It is needlefs to 
caution you againtt cartying your piece home 
loaded ; it is dangerous, and fhould be al- 
ways guarded againft, by either drawing the 
charge or firing i it. offe 


Con AL ?.) Rt 
Of Spaniels in general. 
SAI 


C); thefe there are many kinds: I have 
heard a Gentleman once defcribe thirteen 
different fpecies of them; from the Setter, 
the large Englifh Spaniel and Water Spani- 
els, down to the little Turnfpit legged one. 
The brown coloured Cocking Spaniel, with — 
cutly ears, are very good; but I believe the 
finall Short Legged ones, with a tharp nofe 
and pretty fmall ears that give tongue 
when they come niph their game or upon a 
hot {cent, are the beft: I have known mally 
of thefe, well broke, that exceed any kind 
of Dogs for {hooting : they are commonly 
red and white; I have feen fome yellow of. 

the fame kind, and various other colours. : 


G 
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~A Goop Spaniel, very obedient, that will 
hbuot clofe, is very indefatigable, and cer- 
tainly better than Pointers in woods and 
thick cover, becaufe they have the advan- 
tage of belog able to creep under the bufhes, © 
and hunting chiefly upon the track or road- 
mg of the bird: My greateft objection to 
them is (unlefs they are very well broke 
indeed) their being very troublefome ; you 
dre always obliged to hey them, and keep 
conftantly calling, hollowing, or whiftling to. 
them, and the more you beat fome of them, 
the more eager they are; yet for a young: 
man able to follow them, they are by far: . 
the beft for finall thooting. It is hard to 
prevent their {poiling your birds, being in 
eferal hard mouthed. 


- Tasre is-another kind'that I have known, 
to be very excellent, and: not fo fiery) as the 
former, which has a. refemblance to Setters, 
but not fo large, though much larger than 
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th E iittle Spaniels, with a fan-tail, and pret- 
ty large ears: This kind of Dogs ranges 
My well, and will make a fudden ftand, or 
fhort paufe or point, and, as you come up, 


bounce in pony and {pring the game. 


“LTnave alfo obferved, that birds rife 
more puzzled and confufed before Spaniels, 


u than. from a point, owing, I fuppofe, to their 
not having time to take proper flight, by the 
fudden and furious approach of the Spaniel. 
You thould ufea brace of thefe Dogs. 
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of frealing Game Dogs, 
wit HA 
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ES of sities and, id 
particular, alate Act, is very rigorous a- 
gainft perfons found guilty of this crimes 
It is generally committed by Poachers and 
Q the loweft clafs of Ruffians, and it is great 
pity but the law had made it more heinous; 
If a man fteals my horfe, which may not be 
worth five pounds, the law condemns him 
to@the gallows. A good Pointer is feldom 


| Ee valued at lefs than ten guineas, very often 


twice that fum, and yet the punithment for 
ftealing one, does not extend to life & limb. 
To a perfon fond of thefe animals, it is a 
gteat grief and difappointment to lofe one 


# 
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of them; and it is not the value of him a- 


| Jone, but the difficulty of replacing fuch a 


one as he has loft, to his likmg: Befides, 
if the Dog ftolen has been brought up in 


his family from a Pup, the feeding, training 


and bréaking him, is an expenfive and trou- 
blefome procefs, and no bounds can be fet 
to his value, and the fatisfaction he yields to — 
his owner. Not only his Mafter, but, per- 
haps, his whole family, is .become exceed- 


ing fond of poor Samcho, and much, attached 


to the animal, for his great fagacity and af- 


- feétion to them. I have known many in- 


ftances of this kind (where the parties con- 
cerned had no ridiculous fondnefs for, ani- 
mals) to have caufed great uneafinefs to a 
whole family. That Gentlemen could be 


guilty of fo mean and ungenerous an action, 


- would feem incredible, yet, I am forry to 


fay, that many afluming the appellation, 
have, to their very great fhame, been dete@- 
ed of this crime. 


igs Ja 
bei Order to enforce my Ideas in 
the foregoing Essay, I will 
— fuppofe the following Diaro- 
Gur, between Squire JoLiy- 


eh 


| MAN, Mr. AIMWELL, and 


their SERVANTS, 


“- ‘ 


pear ‘curebannay ee! 3 Hout ee 


aay Good morning, Sir: I ips 
oe Tam punctual, and did not Keep you 


waiting. 
ane 


j aN pohari On the contrary, Sir, D-have 


but this moment put on my cloaths—’tis 


ae but five o'clock, though let us lofe no time; 
aun come, Sir, breakfaft is ready—do you rink, 


: coffee, chioeolate, or tea? 
: ae 4s an ) Neither, Sirp—T have “bead : 
ai and emit —which way do we travel to-day ? ae, 


s 09 


ay «Me 


gl I will be entirely guided by you, 
Sir—though fuppofe we fpend the morning 


‘on the Moor, for Groufe, and the after- 
‘ noon, in our return, onthe Stubble, for 
: pee . 


ie. An excellent plan, Sir:——We fhall 
Whave 4 charming Seda Dogs oo sis 
take out? : 


| Fol. There i is old La/her, and his mae 
he fon Primo,—you know the old Gentleman; 
a U "but, “pray Sir, what ue are * thofe yon Hi 
“fave coupled? Ra as ihe 


Aim. Pardon me, Sir, they are an mele 
~Jent brace of ftaunch Pointers, of wonderfal 

: travel, Ponto and Da/h; the latter. i, had: a 
‘ a prefent from his Grace the Ditties: of 


| a -———, and, I am informed, that. he has 
| a dath of the Fox-hound. 
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» Aim. And you will find them, Sir, as 
asad as arty look. 


Fol, Do we ride, or walk to the 


Moor? | 


Aim. Jat as you pleafe, for my own 


a part, I would prefer walking, 


Fol. You are much lighter and a better 
walker than [ am, Sir ;—the Moor is fix 
full miles off, and by riding there we will - 
re frefh to beat the grdand. , 


Aim. Very juftly obferved; we will ride 
then. 


Fol. Here, boys, take our Horfes—we 
are now in the very heart of the ground. 


Aim How hall ‘we bane the Dogs, 
Sir ? 


Fol. A brace at once is enough—we will, 
| begin v the mine, if you you rary, 


Nik Hi y i a iy, 
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Aim. Done, Sir, Tom couple Up mine 5 : 


De yon Dogs beat very high, Sir. 


Fol. -T think that’s an advantage, Sir, 
—I can’t bear your fnubbing Dogs. 


Aim. 1 join with you in that, as well as 
: in moft other things. 


Fol. Lafher Calis dad Primo backs 
oo? : ‘the old Dog pins them. | 


dim. A bird/a- eco 1 like thisutk tis a 
. bad omen to mifs the firft fhot :—they are, 
- fine birds—how very plump ! 


il Fel. What think you of my Dogs? 


_ dim, Charming indeed—elegant—I wife 
mine may pleafe you as wos Seaver Ihave 


: 


¥ no doubt of i If; 


“Gol. We mut bese 
there are more birds here - how many got 
ip» Billy? sii res MoM ew a 


wees 


2 ‘ground clofer—- | 


[  y" 


William Five brace, Sit, with thofe 
youfho. © , 


Fol, That’s but ten birds, and, as it’s 4 
fieth en they are not all up. 


Wil, (The young Dog Primo, ora Sir, 


—there he ftops—and old Lasher is coming. 
to back him. 


Ww na) Down, Lafher: hectihie heed. thites 
Primo. 


Aim. I have killed my bird ;—did tails 
mifs, Sir? 


Fel. ’Egad, T have fo, though, I believe, 
he has carried away fome fhot—I faw him: 
ftagcer—] atts ‘re too much time, and my 
fhot fcattered. | | 


‘ 


: ‘Aim. We can’t always hit,—if we did, 
God help the poor Groufe ! 


| Jol. If we all fired “like you, ‘Hig 
there “would be none left to breed: ——l 


c 8; } 
aim rather grown too fat, and fometimes 
J get pretty warm in coming up to my 
fhot.— The young Dog has led well, I 
think, bes 


‘ Aim. Admirable Hote te made. no offer 
to chafe when they rofe, ; 
Wil: He knows a trick worth two oft 


that, Sit’ he knows what I carry in my! 
pocket. 


fol. Yes—he has  tafted it pretty of- 

_ten;-—he was. hard to break—being crofs- 

bred,—but he promifes fair now to make. 
amends. 


Aim. Lafher is upon game, Sir. 


Fol. Hold up, my Dogs;—Lather, get 
on -—-down, Primo ;—there they are, pe 
a freth pack;—twig, Lather; he wants to 
make a fet of it; fee tee he fquats and — 
looks round: hims-——he: has: them: ow all) 


eadae. 
fides—come, Sir, the firft ee is yours $ 
nex, ftand clofe with the guns. 


Aim. Uhave thot two; whit a pity! 
Ww 
- Jol. And I my bird—that’s a Leafh. 


Aimni ¥ Wever thot two Groufe at a fhot 
before, nor did [ fee another do it;—the 
fecond bird crofed juft as I aie my 


trigger. 


Fol. Tis very uncommon, and fo much 
the better ;— it’s murder. | | 


Wil. Y have marked a fingle bird; Gen- 


tlemen. | 
Ain. Squire Jollyman, up to him. 
Wil, Primo {prung hint, Sir. 


Jol. Sirrah, ’tis cafenuik ean’t ioc thels ve 
firrah, he ftands to him:—Down, Primo, 
Wil. 1 might have been miftaken, Sir; | 
T thought [ faw him run in upon him, 
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. Fol. There he lays; go and pick him up; 
va plaguy long fhot indeed ! 
Aim. Wonderfully fo !—I think it’s a- 
_bove eighty yards—come let us meafure— 
exactly feventy-five paces—-a decent dif- 
' tance, and the bird ftone dead. | 
Jol. Did you mark the pack ? 


Tom. Yes, Sir, I have feen them alight, 
but a great way off, ’tis almoft half a mile. 


Aim, They have taken a long flight ; 
they are a little frightened. — 


Fol. Tama little warm, Sir, and, as it’s, 
juft twelve, fuppofe we reft alittle here, and 
refrefh. 


Aim. With all my heart, Sir, I am both 
dry; and havea keen appetite, though notin 
the Jeaft fatigued. 


Fol.. Come boys, get the cold meat, | 


Nal 
Merck 


ne 


£ 8 ] 


brandy, and water, and give the dogs roe 


water. 
Aim. ’Tis now clofe upon one---I’ll let 
loofe my Dogs and tie up your’s, if you 


pleafe. 


Fol. Do fo---the pack will be pretty well 


fettled by this time. 
\ Aim, Both the dogs ftand, Sir, in differ- 


ent directions, fo that we are fure of a fhot, 


a piece. 


Jol. We have both done execution ;---I 


like your dogs much-- -Dafh is a great beau: 


ty, L muft Hayes @ pep from him and my 
Clara. | 


Aim, You do me honor, Sir: ied all 
means, and I befpeak a bitch- “pup. 


Fol. It is time to quit this phe and 
take horfes to the ftubble. 


T07t. I sejice to hear it, Peas between 


ad 


oat: 


a 


thefe plaguy dogs’ pulling, and the weight 
of the groufe, I am ina fine lather.--- Back, 
Lafher---he pulls like a horfe. 


Aim. Let the poor things Joofe, and let 


them have a run---we may have a royal 


point from all the dogs. 


jl. Ponto leads roading----he 1s very 


cautious ;---the birds are on foot. 


Fol. You judge well, for now thy all 
four ftand:---old Lather muft lead ;---Ponto | 


is very cautious ;---fee Primo’s beautiful at- 


titude, and Dath’s is admirable ! 


Aim. They are partridge to be ‘fure--+« 


J fee them gather, Sir ;---we may kill ma- 


ay; ...-what the deuce, four brace! that’s too, 


| many 5- --[ think it is time to return home, 


and be time enough for tea. 


gb 


“ Jol. Agreed, but none of your tea for 


me; after my fatigue I chufe a cup of good 


Hee oy 


beer:---Let us fee Tom, how we ftand-- 
fix brace of grouce and four of partridge--- 
pretty well for the fhort time we have hunt- 
ed; and, I believe, neither we or the dogs 
are in the leaft fatigued. 


Yom. I can’t join with you there, Sir,--- 
I am very much tired. | 


Aim. Come, Sir, we have had a pleafant 
day’s diverfion,---excellent dogs, plenty of 
game, and fine weather. 


P.S. Pleafe to take notice, That the 
quails. in North-America are much larger, 
than thefe in England, and that fhooting 
them, in mott cafes, is partridge fhooting 
in miniature, (which is the reafon they are. 
mentioned in the fame chapter) with this 
difference; that, as the under cover is, in 
general, very bad, and almoft inacceffible, 
the very beft of dogs fhould be had: A 


& 


rough, hardy, vigorous Ruffian dog, I think, 
would be the beft, though I have feen mas 
_my fmooth dogs excellent for them by being 
much ufed to the cover. : 


Bron rs 


LN D Fy. 


Page. 
Addrefs to the Public, 3 
Preface, : 5 


Cuapter I. Of che choice of 
Pointer Pups, training and 
keeping them in good health, 9 

Cuap. Il. Choice of your CM 
Powder, and Shot, OL 

’GCuarp.lil. Taking ye in va~ : 
rious, diredions, and firft of 
the Groufe, 22 

CHap. IV. Of Partridge, 
Quail, marking in your Game, 
with fome inter efling digre|ft- 


ons, and other matters, 25. 


Cuar. V. Of /hooting Parties, 
and other matters relative 


thereto, 47 


ae 0 90 EN AEC A Gee 
P Sos ea Aer b Re a, 
oil 


INDEX, 


Cuap. VI. Of improfperous 
days for fbooting, with inflan— 
ces quoted from undoubted ve- 
racity ; the caufes explained, 
and remedy propofed, st 


4 ~Cuap. VIL. Of Woodcocks, 56 


Cuap. VIII. Of Snipe. 3) 
Cuap. IX. Of intimidating or 


cowing Dogs, with' a glaring 
inftance----better treatment 
recommended, bY. 


Cuap. X. Shooting apparatus 


recommended ; method of load- 
ing, and precautions to be ufed 
in returning home, 67 


Cuap. XI. Of Spaniels in ge- 


eral, vee 
 Cuap, XII. Of frealing game 


Dogs, with a Dialogue, 76 


ie 


rs) 
bh 
iy Seb 
} ay 
AY ; 
nt 


